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Summary

In Japan, a Preservation District for Groups of Historic Buildings, established in 19735,
has played a central role in conserving historic districts. The system is powerful and
has produced significant results. However, the scope of the preservation district 1s
limited to part of the entire historic city (HUL). In cities with a vibrant economy, the
establishment of the district would rather promote the destruction of historical assets
outside the area.

In 2008, the Law on the Maintenance and Improvement of Historic Landscape in a
Community (commonly known as the Historical Community Planning Rule) was
enacted, and the entire HUL including conservation areas was to be managed.
However, 1t has not been effective enough to conserve the historical environment
outside the conservation district.

Today, I will talk about the need to strengthen this system. However, how to strengthen
it 1s a difficult task.



Preservation Districts

for Groups of Important Historic Buildings

Defined by the Cultural Properties Protection Law and the City Planning Law
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The system was enacted in 1975
Changes in the status of listed buildings are strictly limited

A subsidy is granted for repairing, restoration and landscaping.

At present, 118 districts have been selected
The scope of the preservation district is limited to part of the entire hlstor1c~C|ty (HUL)
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Case of KYOTO

e There are 4 Preservation districts
in Kyoto. But that's just a part of

Kyoto's vast HUL

Preservation Districts for Groups of
Important Historic Buildings

Community
Height Limit: 10m

Height Limit: 12m

Height Limit: 15m

Height Limit: 20m

Height Limit: 25m
Height Limit: 31m

Scenic Landscape District

Urban Growth Boundary

Priority Area for the Maintenance and
Improvement of Historic Landscape in a

Perspective Space Conservation Zone
Closeup View Design Conservation Zone

HEIGHT CONTROL
DISTRICT

Outline of
Heian-kyo,
an ancient
capital Kyoto
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* Houses designated as cultural properties
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3}1}6 Inside and Outside
iew from Tsurugata-yama (hill) Park
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Growth process

The town grew
while organizing nature

% The archipelago era

% Deposition progresses

Y Land creation
repeated with the growth of the buildings

The Kurashiki River Main Street

| |

Y Town expands

Main Street

|

Tsurugata-yama

Impefttant Cultural Properties:
noue Family House : 1721

% Ohara Family House : 1795

13

% Kusudo Family House : a.1890
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@ Kurasiki Spinning Mill (1915)
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1926 (Taisho 14)—1950 (Showa 25)
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ho-early Showa (1912-1940)
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ho-early Showa (1912-1940)

[ Edo (1600-1868) [ | Meiji (1868-1912) [ |
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Number of traditional houses
outside the Preservation District

2004 2010 2012 2013 2014 2018

-1910 14 9 e e 5
e iExpanding
1925 74 54 53 5]  survey
e .....SUbjects
-1945 89 62 59 53 until
19508 ]
unknown 128 94 86 75
well 250
preserved
remodeled 433

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________




Changes are certainly progressing

Though the number of traditional buildings has increased due to the change in counting
standards

Drawn by OKAMOTO Naoki
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Mechanism of building change
Small but Modern Buildings Trigger a Chain of Changes

® A state where

traditional town houses

are lining up
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Process of change

Traditional
Townhouse

II IV V
dwelling Mini
house Y \/ development
Remolded Vacant Site " .
: Mansion
Townhouse (Parking) Integration
Billboard /' \ Pencil J\ Large Parking
Building Building area
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Law on the Maintenance and Improvement
of Historic Landscape in a Community, 2008

e This law stipulates that municipalities can set a Priority Area around the core cultural
property and establish a Plan for the Maintenance and Improvement of Historic
Landscape.

e The plan consists of the following items:

1. The background with the historic landscape

2. The historic landscape to maintain and improve

3. Policy for maintaining and improving the historic landscape
4. Position and area of the Priority Area

5. Program of Projects

6. Buildings to form historic landscape

e When this plan is approved by the national government, municipalities can receive
financial support for the projects.

e There are currently 78 plans certified by the country.

28



Projects to develop in the Priority Area

Projects with national financial support
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Improvement o

The Priority Area

for the Maintenance and
Improvement of Historic
Landscape in a Community

The Preservation District
for Groups of Important
Historic Buildings

Old Castle Town Area

KAWAGOE-Jo Castle

Chonin-chi (10 towns)

Lands for townspeople
Buke-chi

Lands for samurai

Gobun

Urbanized villages

Jisha-chi

Lands for temples and shrines

Monzen-machi
Temple town (4 towns)
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10 Projects Programmed .

94 Buildings to Form Historic Landscape Listed

*excluding buildings in the preservation district
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Tsurukawa-za Playhouse (1900) was
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Case of NAGAHAMA

Community based developer called “Kuro-kabe” has managed the historic center
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Land use and buildings

in the MOTOHAMA MACHI bloqk

_____________________ . Parking

|: Traditional Town Houses

|:] Historic Buildings
~____AnotherBuildings

|
|
I
Shopping |
Facilities |
builtin 1970 |
L |
| |
| |
| |
| Old i
Bank i
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Seven traditional buildings to be preserved

New bu11d1n s to be divided into ﬁve
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NAGAHAMA'’s Plan for the Maintenance
and Improvement of Historic Landscape
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| | Old Castle Town Area O Buildings to store floats
I | Communities participating in the festival ® Buildings in Temple and Shrine

Buildings with high historical value ® Traditional Buildings
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Actions required at each stage of change

(' )

Traditional

~

V

Townhouse

- _J

List every buildings
and take steps to
avoid demolition as
much as possible

Mini
development

“Mansion”

II IV
dwelling
house
Remolded Vacant Site
Townhouse (Parking) Integration
Billboard Pencil
Building Building

\&

Large Parking
area

Add height regulation
and guide building design

Redevelop to fill vacant spaces, devise
modern townhouses instead of
condominiums, and repair (rehabilitate)
the worm-eaten city blocks
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The Principle

When we look at the most beautiful towns and cities of the past, we are
always impressed by a feeling that they are somehow organic.

Each of towns grew as a whole, under 1ts own laws of wholeness... we can
feel this wholeness, not only largest scale, but in every detail: in the restaurants,
in the sidewalks, in the houses, shops, markets, roads, parks, gardens and walls.
Even 1n the balconies and ornaments. (C. Alexander)



